Quantitative and qualitative data has been collected via one-to-one interviews with the community nurses following appointments with pathway inducted patients. 
Background Aims
To develop and pilot an integrated community pathway for the management of chronic oedema.
Chronic oedema has a profound impact on quality of life. It may originate from primary anatomical reasons (primary lymphoedema), be secondary to cardio-vascular dysfunction, be related to cancer or cancer treatments and is increasingly a result of obesity. The numbers of patients with chronic oedema are increasing and both specialist lymphedema and community nursing teams are over-stretched.
Many community nurses lack evidence-based knowledge and skills in the management of chronic oedema and specialist services therefore often provide care for both complex and straightforward management.
